HEINRICH BOLL STIFTUNG

(qwnna maay)

Greetings from the Heinrich Boll Foundation Tel Aviy,

This opening sentence of “Patterns of Childhood” by the East German writer
Christa Wolf could stand at the beginning of every single morning in this
country, as the past two years, with all their horrors, have not faded away.
They are present, woven into the very fiber of life for people in Israel, in Gaza,
in the West Bank. From the massacre of October 7th to the devastating war
that has ravaged the Gaza Strip, this place will never be what it once was. We
who live here, as well as our friends and partners in Germany and around the
world who are bound to this place by ties of love and anguish, will not be the
same, as we once were.

Over the past two years not only physical borders, fences and walls, have been
breached, opening the way to the horrors of terror and war: the boundaries of
what is reasonable, of what is possible, have also been shattered. The boundaries
of language. Words and expressions we never imagined would be uttered in our
public sphere have become common discourse. Sights and actions unfamiliar
to us, once unthinkable, have become reality.

At the same time, in the face of this reality of breached boundaries, steadfast
guardians stood firm, creating rare moments of grace, of solidarity across
communities, of mutual aid. Citizens in Israel, in Gaza, in the West Bank, in
the region, in Germany, and around the world sought to seal the breach. To
ensure that what has happened in the past two years will not happen again.
That it will once again become unimaginable, unacceptable. Like the dark past
that surrounds them, the light of these moments of grace also refuses to pass,
and continues to shine brilliantly.

Dear friends,

This past summer, I assumed my position as Head of the Heinrich Boll Foundation
in Israel, the first Israel born - in Jerusalem to be precise - to hold this role. After
a life that has taken me through working as a musician in orchestras in Germany
and Israel, as a researcher in history and literature at the university, as a radio
journalist at the German public broadcasting service and as a writer and social
activist in Germany, I am deeply grateful to the Foundation’s teams in Israel
and Germany for granting me the privilege of joining the tremendous effort
that supports the forces of Israeli civil society striving to create a better reality
for all who live here. A place that embodies cooperation and solidarity among
all those committed to democracy, human rights, as well as environmental and
social sustainability in Israel, Germany, and the European Union.

Before I entered my position and the footsteps of my dear and inspiring predecessor
Claude Weinber, the Foundation’s team bid farewell to Romy Shapira, who for
about 17 years was one of the pillars of the Foundation’s work in Israel, and whose
contribution left a positive and lasting imprint on all areas of our activity.

In the past year, this activity included a wide range of fields and projects.
Among them: promoting gender equality and community resilience; supporting
democratic civic participation in Israel's ethnically mixed cities and regions,
together with organizations such as the Social Tzedek Centers and the Adva
Center; and advancing and supporting the refugee and asylum-seeker community
in Israel in cooperation with the Hotline for Refugees and Migrants. In the field
of sustainability and climate, the Foundation supported the Israeli Forum for
Sustainable Nutrition on a variety of issues; the Heschel Center in its efforts
to engage citizens in the transition to renewable energy; and a report by the
Israeli Society of Ecology and Environmental Sciences both raising awareness
of energy poverty among socially and geographically marginalized populations
in Israel, as well as offering ways to address it. In addition, the Heinrich Boll
Foundation served as a senior partner in organizing the Haaretz conference
in Berlin, which placed the Foundation at the forefront of the discussion in
Germany about developments in Israel and the region.

These days, the Foundation’s team in Israel is completing the move to our
new offices at 31 Yavne Street in Tel Aviv. These offices will always remain
open as a welcoming meeting point for all those working in the spirit of
democracy, equality, and human rights. Who recognize environmental and
social sustainability as a cornerstone of a viable future.

On behalf of the entire team, I would like to invite you:
come visit us. This is a cordial, open invitation.

Yours,
Dr. Ofer Waldman
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As part of our continued cooperation with
the Hotline for Refugees and Migrants,
hbs Tel Aviv assisted in publishing

-—

a5 oo a legal-aid booklet titled ‘Israeli at

Hotline for Refugees and Migrants
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of undocumented children and youths
who were born and raised in Israel. Th
Cover photo by Daniel Kaminsky, o were born and raised srae €
through HRM. project aims at raising public awareness
PPEINIP PRNTM?Y  and equip legal practitioners with a
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concise, up-to-date body of relevant

knowledge.
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Against a backdrop of heightening
internal cross-community tensions, in
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2025 we delved deeper into advancing Tzedek Centers

democratic participation across Israel,
through engaging with a network of local
activists’ groups in Jewish-Arab mixed
cities and areas. Our partner organization
in this project, Tzedek Centers, are
committed to a vision of local civic
involvement as a tool for sustainable

socio-political change.
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As part of advancing people-centered
democracy at the municipal level, hbs
Tel Aviv supported the Heschel Center
for Sustainability in publishing the
policy paper "Engaging Residents with
Municipal Climate Plans". The project

aims to equip local climate leaders
with practical tools to enhance civic

Alva Sandler

participation and ensure that the voices
of all community members are heard in
decision-making processes.
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With the aim of making professional
knowledge accessible for the benefit of
vulnerable populations, the Foundation

assisted the Israel Society of Ecology T . -
and Environmental Sciences in )

publishing the report "Addressing Energy

Poverty in Israel". The report maps adobe stock/krishna. Edited
intervention practices and best responses
for diverse communities suffering from
energy insecurity, providing up-to-date
mapping and implementation tools for

decision-makers and practitioners.



